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PROGRAM OVERVIEW
Municipalities throughout the country are under a federal mandate requiring a stormwater management program for reducing pollution impacts from stormwater runoff. In 2003, Whitehall Borough was issued a Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System (MS4) Permit through the Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection (PADEP) and the Environmental Protection Agency. The Borough is regulated under DEP’s Individual NPDES Permit (PAI-136146). Implemented through the Clean Water Act, the permit’s numerous requirements are through six Minimum Control Measures (MCMs). These six MCMs consist of the following: 

· MCM #1 Public Education and Outreach
· Educate the public on stormwater pollution and prevention through various distribution methods.
· MCM #2 Public Involvement and Participation
· Promote environmental events for the public to participate.
· MCM #3 Illicit Discharge, Detection and Elimination
· Develop, implement, and enforce a program to detect and eliminate stormwater pollution.
· MCM #4 Construction Site Stormwater Runoff Control
· Reduce stormwater pollution from construction sites within the Municipality.
· MCM #5 Post Construction Stormwater Management
· Encourage activities such as low impact development, a post construction runoff ordinance, and operation and maintenance of stormwater best management practices. 
· MCM #6 Pollution Prevention and Good Housekeeping  
· Educate and train municipal staff to prevent and reduce stormwater pollution from municipal buildings and operations.

The MCMs within the MS4 permit will be adjusted annually in an effort to reduce and/or eliminate stormwater pollution. The alterations will be based on various data collection efforts that are further specified in each MCM plan. 

The PADEP requires municipalities to submit Annual Reports in order to track progress on each permittee’s stormwater management program. The Annual Reports are available to the public at the Borough Office. 

For the 2018-2023 MS4 permit cycle, the Borough is also required to meet new requirements known as the Pollutant Reduction Plan (PRP), the Total Maximum Daily Load (TMDL) plan, and Pollutant Control Measures (PCMs). 

POLLUTANT REDUCTION PLANS
For the 2018-2023 permit cycle, the PADEP implemented a new requirement known as the Pollutant Reduction Plan (PRP). The PRP is required for MS4s that discharge to a stream impaired for sediment, nitrogen, and/or phosphorus. The goal of the PRP is to reduce pollution caused by sediment and/or nutrients in impaired streams by constructing stormwater management projects that provide water quality benefits. Such projects that provide water quality include rain gardens, stormwater tree pits, wet ponds, stream restoration, inlet cleaning, and street sweeping. 
In Whitehall, the Streets Run and Sawmill Run watersheds are impaired for both sediment and nutrients.  A PRP for each watershed was prepared in September 2017 and approved by PADEP in November 2018. The PRPs are available for the public at the Borough Office. 
Currently, Whitehall has implemented a few stormwater projects such as Doverdell that count towards the sediment reduction requirement. The Borough is still working towards the remaining sediment reduction by investigating potential project sites.  The Borough is required to meet the 10% sediment reduction in each watershed by November 30, 2023. 

TOTAL MAXIMUM DAILY LOADS 
Similar to the Pollutant Reduction Plans, the Total Maximum Daily Loads (TMDL) plans require that MS4s that discharge to a stream which has an EPA TMDL assigned to it for being impaired for sediment, nitrogen, or phosphorus. The goal of the TMDL plan is to reduce pollution by an assigned percent reduction or allocated load in order to improve water quality. To reduce the pollution in the stream various stormwater management projects that provide water quality benefits will need constructed. Such projects that provide water quality include rain gardens, stormwater tree pits, wet ponds, stream restoration, inlet cleaning, and street sweeping. 
In Whitehall, the Sawmill Run watershed was assigned a TMDL by the EPA on April 4, 2007 for abandoned mine drainage and sediment pollution. Then on June 30, 2008, the EPA established another TMDL for nutrients.  The EPA TMDLs determined a required reduction of 72.2% for sediment and 95% for phosphorus. This amount of reduction requires a long-term plan of nearly 25 to 30 years to achieve. The Borough prepared the MS4 TMDL plan for the Sawmill Run watershed in September 2017 and was approved by PADEP in November 2018. The TMDL plan is available for the public at the Borough Office. 
Currently, Whitehall has implemented a few stormwater projects such as Doverdell that count towards the sediment and phosphorus reduction requirement. The Borough is still working towards the remaining reductions by investigating potential project sites.  




POLLUTANT CONTROL MEASURES
Aside from sediment and nutrients, the PADEP is also requiring MS4s to address other stream impairments. These requirements for the additional stream impairments are referred to as Pollutant Control Measures (PCMs). There are three categories of stream impairments; 
A. Metals and/or pH associated with abandoned mine drainage
B. Pathogens
C. Priority Organic Compounds (i.e. Polychlorinated Biphenyls (PCMs), pesticides, and other organic compounds listed as toxic to the environment and human health by the EPA. 
The PCM requirements are different then what is required in the PRP or TMDL plans. No stormwater management projects need to be constructed as part of the PCM. Instead, the purpose of the PCM is to investigate for potential sources and activities of each type of impairment. 
	In Whitehall Borough, the Streets Run and Sawmill Run watersheds are impaired for all three categories. The Borough has until November 30, 2023 to map the storm sewer outfall drainage areas to each impaired stream, develop an inventory of suspected sites and complete an investigation of the suspected sources. 
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